
 
 
 

 
 

SPORTING LEGENDS: ANDRE AGASSI 
 

 
SPORT: TENNIS 

 
COMPETITIVE ERA: 1986 - 2006 

 
Andre Agassi ((born April 29, 1970) is a former World No. 1 professional American 
tennis player who won eight Grand Slam singles tournaments and an Olympic gold 
medal in singles.  
 
He is one of only five male players to have won all four Grand Slam singles titles and 
the only male player to have won a career Golden Slam. Agassi is the only men's player 
in history to have both won all four Grand Slam singles titles and to have won a Grand 
Slam singles title on each of the three main tennis surfaces (hard court, clay and grass).  
 
In addition to his Grand Slam and Olympic singles titles, he won the Tennis Masters 
Cup and was part of a winning Davis Cup team. 
 
 

Total Grand Slams 8 
Australian Open 4 

French Open 1 
Wimbledon 1 

US Open 2 
 
 

 
The tennis story of Andre Agassi began very early in his life. He was already playing at 
the age of 3 and was considered a special talent at the age of 5. Jim Courier once said 
that Andre Agassi has the best eyes and hands in the game.  
 
When they used to practice together with Michael Chang and Aaron Krickstein - they 
sometimes had drills with targets to hit. Jim said that when it came to target hitting 
Andre was in a league of his own.  
 
Andre Agassi joined the tour in 1986. These were the years of serious hard-working 
players like Ivan Lendl, Stefan Edberg, Mats Wilander and Pat Cash. Andre was not a 
hard worker by comparison. He often won the first set but then went on to lose in 3 or 5 
sets. He was not physically or mentally fit enough to last that long. 
 
He also used to play fantastic tennis where he blew everyone off the court, even the 
best, but he also lost many times in the first round because it just wasn't his good day. 
He was not ready to grind out results in a different way. 
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Andre Agassi’s laid-back 80’s fashions belied a fierce and passionate desire to win. 
 
Agassi won 6 titles in 1988 (aged 18) and reached No.3 in the World rankings. He was 
a tour sensation especially with his looks - long bleached hair and short jeans. He also 
reached the Semi-Finals at Roland Garros and the US Open that same year.  
 
He continued his meteoric rise in 1989 when he reached his first Grand Slam final at 
Roland Garros. But Agassi lost that final to Andres Gomez and another Grand Slam 
final 2 months later against Pete Sampras in the US Open. Andre reached Roland 
Garros finals again next year and lost to Jim Courier.  
 
Andre Agassi lost his first 3 Grand Slam finals before winning Wimbledon in 1992. 
Andre didn't allow the early setbacks to become his nightmare. Those were very painful 
lessons and he learned what he had to do to become the Grand Slam champion.  
 
Agassi also won the Davis Cup title with the USA in 1990 and 1993. It was always a 
great honour for him to represent his country and he has some unbelievable records in 
Davis Cup competition.  He had to take a wrist surgery at the end of 1993 and lost so 
many ATP points that he started the US Open in 1994 unseeded. Nevertheless, Andre 
had a great tournament, winning the last 3 rounds without losing a set, beating Michael 
Stich in the final. 
 

 
 

Agassi’s ground-strokes were awesome, particularly his two-handed backhand. 
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In 1995 Agassi won 7 titles from 11 finals and became the No.1 player on April 10th. In 
1996 he won the Olympic Gold Medal in Atlanta. 
 
Andre Agassi had a big personal and professional crisis in 1997 and his game fell apart. 
He plunged down to N0. 141 in the rankings. This crisis woke him up and he obviously 
decided what he wanted from life. He set his priorities and made a massive change in 
his approach.  
 
He first played two challenger events to regain his confidence. Can you imagine? 
Former No. 1 player in the world and 3 times Grand Slam winner playing challenger 
events? He actually lost one in the finals and won the second one. 
 
Andre Agassi started working incredibly hard and transformed his sometimes-bulky 
figure into top shape. He made the biggest one-year jump into the Top 10 in the history 
of ATP rankings, by climbing from no. 122 to no. 6. He found much greater purpose 
inside of him and then everything started to come together for him.  
 
Arguably his greatest achievement came in 1999. Andre fought his way to the Roland 
Garros final where he played against Andrei Medvedev. In bad weather and windy 
conditions Medvedev found a better way of dealing with them. Andre was behind 1-6, 2-
6 in an hour.  
 
And then the change of his life began. He never stopped fighting and never abandoned 
his courageous style of play. It was as if the gods had respected his proud performance 
and changed the weather to a calm and warm sunny day.  
 
From then on it was all Andre Agassi. He won the title in the fifth set and became only 
the fifth man to win all four Grand Slam titles in his career. 

 

 
 

Agassi’s 1999 French Open comeback win positively galvanised his career. 
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Andre also reached the finals of Wimbledon (losing to a fantastic display of grass tennis 
by Pete Sampras) and won the US Open coming back from 1-2 deficit in sets against 
Todd Martin. Andre finished that year for the first time in his career at no. 1.  
 
Agassi ended 1999 as the World No. 1, ending Sampras's record of six consecutive 
year-ending top rankings (1993-1998). This was the only time Agassi ended the year at 
number one. Agassi began the next year by capturing his second Australian Open title, 
beating Sampras in a five-set semifinal and Yevgeny Kafelnikov in a four-set final.  
 
He was the first male player to have reached four consecutive Grand Slam finals since 
Rod Laver achieved the Grand Slam in 1969. At the time, Agassi was also only the 
fourth player since Laver to be the reigning champion of three of four Grand Slam 
events, missing only the Wimbledon title. 
 
2000 also saw Agassi reach the semifinals at Wimbledon, where he lost in five sets to 
Rafter in a match considered by many to be one of the best ever played at Wimbledon. 
At the inaugural Tennis Masters Cup in Lisbon, Agassi reached the final after defeating 
Marat Safin 6-3, 6-3 in the semifinals to end the Russian's hopes to become the 
youngest World No. 1 in the history of tennis. Agassi then lost to Gustavo Kuerten in the 
final, allowing Kuerten to be crowned year-end World No. 1. 
 
Agassi opened 2001 by successfully defending his Australian Open title with a straight-
sets final win over Arnaud Clément. Enroute, he beat a cramping Rafter (7-5, 2-6, 6-7, 
6-2, 6-3) in front of a sell-out crowd in what turned out to be the Aussie's last Australian 
Open. At Wimbledon, they met again in the semifinals, where Agassi lost another close 
match to Rafter, 8–6 in the fifth set.  
 
In the quarterfinals at the US Open, Agassi lost a 3 hour, 33 minute epic match with 
Sampras 6-7(7), 7-6(7), 7-6(2), 7-6(5),[with no breaks of serve during the 48-game 
match. Despite the setback, Agassi finished 2001 ranked World No. 3, becoming the 
only male tennis player to finish a year ranked in the top 10 in three different decades. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agassi’s focus on physical conditioning no doubt helped propel his career into his 30’s. 
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2002 opened with disappointment for Agassi, as injury forced him to skip the Australian 
Open, where he was a two-time defending champion. The last duel between Agassi and 
Sampras came in the final of the US Open, which Sampras won in four sets and left 
Sampras with a 20-14 edge in their 34 career meetings.  
 
The match proved to be the last of Sampras's career. Agassi's US Open finish, along 
with his Masters Series victories in Key Biscayne, Rome, and Madrid, helped him finish 
2002 as the oldest year-end World No. 2 at 32 years and 8 months. 
 
In 2003, Agassi won the eighth (and final) Grand Slam title of his career at the 
Australian Open, where he beat Rainer Schüttler in straight sets in the final. In March, 
he won his sixth career and third consecutive Key Biscayne title, in the process 
surpassing wife Steffi Graf who was a 5-time winner of the event.  
 
The final was his 18th straight win in that tournament, which broke the previous record 
of 17 set by Sampras from 1993-1995. With the victory, Agassi became the youngest 
(19 years old) and oldest (32) winner of the Key Biscayne tournament. On April 28, 
2003, he recaptured the World No. 1 ranking after a quarterfinal victory over Xavier 
Malisse at the Queen's Club Championships to become the oldest top ranked male 
player since the ATP rankings began at 33 years and 13 days.  
 
He held the World No. 1 ranking for two weeks when Lleyton Hewitt took it back on May 
12, 2003. Agassi then recaptured the World No. 1 ranking once again on June 16, 
2003, which he held for 12 weeks until September 7, 2003. During his career, Agassi 
held the World No. 1 ranking for a total of 101 weeks.  
 

 
 

Big hair or not, Andre Agassi’s forehand drive was the best of his generation. 
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In 2004, the 34-year-old Agassi won the Masters series event in Cincinnati to bring his 
career total to 59 top-level singles titles and a record 17 ATP Masters Series titles, 
having already won seven of the nine ATP Masters tournament - all except the 
tournaments in Monte Carlo and Hamburg.  
 
Agassi also became only the sixth male player during the open era to reach 800 career 
wins with his first round victory over Alex Bogomolov in Los Angeles. Agassi's 2005 
began with a quarterfinal loss to Federer at the Australian Open. Agassi had several 
other deep runs at tournaments but had to withdraw from several events due to injury. 
Still, Agassi's 2005 was defined by an improbable run to the US Open final.  

 
In the final, Agassi faced Federer, who was seeking his second consecutive US Open 
title and his fifth Grand Slam title in two years. Federer defeated Agassi in four sets, 
although Agassi gave him a scare when Agassi was up a break in the third set after 
splitting the first two sets. Agassi finished 2005 ranked World No. 7, his 16th time in the 
year-end top 10 rankings, which tied Connors for the most times ranked in the top 10 at 
year's end. 
 
Agassi had a poor start to 2006. He was still recovering from an ankle injury and also 
suffering from back and leg pain and lack of match play. Agassi withdrew from the 
Australian Open because of the ankle injury, and his back injury and other pains forced 
him to withdraw from several other events, eventually skipping the entire clay court 
season, including the French Open.  
 
Agassi returned for the grass court season, playing a tune-up and then Wimbledon. He 
was defeated in the third round by World No. 2 (and eventual runner-up) Rafael Nadal 
7-6(5), 6-2, 6-4. Against conventions, Agassi, the losing player, was interviewed on 
court after the match. At Wimbledon, Agassi announced his plans to retire following the 
US Open. 

 
Agassi had a short but dramatic run in his final US Open. Because of extreme back 
pain, Agassi was forced to receive anti-inflammatory injections after every match. After 
a tough four-set win against Andrei Pavel, Agassi faced eighth-seeded Marcos 
Baghdatis in the second round, who had earlier advanced to the 2006 Australian Open 
final and Wimbledon semifinals. Agassi, nevertheless, won 6-4, 6-4, 3-6, 5-7, 7-5 as the 
younger Baghdatis succumbed to muscle cramping in the final set. 
 
In his last match, Agassi was in obvious pain on court and fell to big-serving Benjamin 
Becker of Germany in four sets. Agassi received an 8-minute standing ovation from the 
crowd after the match and delivered a memorable retirement speech.  
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                                                                     Scott Burton’s Final Thought 
 
                                              Andre Agassi’s 20-year professional tennis career was full 
                                              of fantastic achievements and accomplishments. He was  
                                              also one of the first players to make tennis ‘cool’ amongst  
                                              the Hol lywood elite. 
                                               
                                              He was also one of the most ‘endorsable’ tennis players in 
                                              the hi story of the sport, earning more than $30 million 
                                              in prize-money during his career. 

 
Agassi also earned over $25 million a year through endorsements, the most by any 
tennis player, during his career and fourth in all sports at the time. Financial 
achievements aside, his aggressive style of tennis made an indelible impact on the 
sport - which many players have since adopted for themselves. 
 
Agassi’s dress code was also unique, opting for neon colour combinations rather than 
traditional all-white. His ‘street-urchin’ image made him especially popular with 
youngsters, but Agassi always had respect for wearing white at Wimbledon. 
 
During his formative years, Agassi was coached by the legendary Nick Bolettieri, and 
his combination of discipline, aggression and creative freedom enabled Agassi to 
blossom into a tremendous player - one who was never afraid to take on the most 
outrageous of shots. 
 
If not for the contemporary presence of Pete Sampras, Agassi would no doubt have 
been remembered as the best player of his generation. Many of their classic encounters 
rivalled the spectacles of Borg vs. McEnroe, preceding the next-gen rivalry of Federer 
vs. Nadal. I think Andre Agassi deserves to be remembered as a player who overcame 
great obstacles to achieve virtually every prize available to a modern tennis pro. 
 
In the latter stages of his career, he also became a great role model for younger players 
on the ATP tour, and was always gracious in defeat when he had been outplayed. His 
on-going charity work is also something to be applauded, and family life seems to suit 
him down to the ground.  
 
It wouldn’t surprise me to see him become the USA Davis Cup Captain, as it is an 
honour that he richly deserves. 
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